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A Study of the Potential for QOL Improvements
through the Use of Personal Mobility in an "Aged Society"

Shoshi MIZOKAMI*
Hidetoshi KAWASHIMA** Tadahiro YAGUCHI™**

Kumamoto Prefecture concluded the “Comprehensive Agreement Regarding the Elec-
tric Vehicle Testing Program for Next-Generation Personal Mobility Products” with
Honda Motor Co., Ltd. in August 2010. Under this agreement, the prefecture has estab-
lished the Next-Generation Personal Mobility Testing Program Implementation Commit-
tee and conducted a testing program regarding the accessibility of the Monpal 4-wheel
electric scooter, a vehicle expected to contribute to improved QOL of elderly community
residents through a higher level of mobility. This report presents the results of the testing

program conducted in fiscal year 2010 and outlines the additional testing performed in
fiscal year 2011.
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